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(b) If BLM determines that it is nec-
essary, based on planning decisions, re-
source concerns, potential user con-
flicts, or public health and safety, we 
may require you to obtain a Special 
Recreation Permit for— 

(1) Recreational use of special areas; 
(2) Noncommercial, noncompetitive, 

organized group activities or events; or 
(3) Academic, educational, scientific, 

or research uses that involve: 
(i) Means of access or activities nor-

mally associated with recreation; 
(ii) Use of areas where recreation use 

is allocated; or 
(iii) Use of special areas.

§ 2932.12 When may BLM waive the re-
quirement to obtain a permit? 

We may waive the requirement to ob-
tain a permit if: 

(a) The use or event begins and ends 
on non-public lands or related waters, 
traverses less than 1 mile of public 
lands or 1 shoreline mile, and poses no 
threat of appreciable damage to public 
land or water resource values; 

(b) BLM sponsors or co-sponsors the 
use. This includes any activity or event 
that BLM is involved in organizing and 
hosting, or sharing responsibility for, 
arranged through authorizing letters 
or written agreements; or 

(c) The use is a competitive event 
that— 

(1) Is not commercial; 
(2) Does not award cash prizes; 
(3) Is not publicly advertised; 
(4) Poses no appreciable risk for dam-

age to public land or related water re-
source values; and 

(5) Requires no specific management 
or monitoring. 

(d) The use is an organized group ac-
tivity or event that— 

(1) Is not commercial; 
(2) Is not publicly advertised; 
(3) Poses no appreciable risk for dam-

age to public land or related water re-
source values; and 

(4) Requires no specific management 
or monitoring.

§ 2932.13 How will I know if individual 
use of a special area requires a Spe-
cial Recreation Permit? 

BLM will publish notification of the 
requirement to obtain a Special Recre-
ation Permit to enter a special area in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and local and 

regional news media. We will post per-
mit requirements at major access 
points for the special area and provide 
information at the local BLM office.

§ 2932.14 Do I need a Special Recre-
ation Permit to hunt, trap, or fish? 

(a) If you hold a valid State license, 
you do not need a Special Recreation 
Permit to hunt, trap, or fish. You must 
comply with State license require-
ments for these activities. BLM Spe-
cial Recreation Permits do not alone 
authorize you to hunt, trap, or fish. 
However, you must have a Special 
Recreation Permit if BLM requires one 
for recreational use of a special area 
where you wish to hunt, trap, or fish. 

(b) Outfitters and guides providing 
services to hunters, trappers, or an-
glers must obtain Special Recreation 
Permits from BLM. Competitive event 
operators and organized groups may 
also need a Special Recreation Permit 
for these activities.

§ 2932.20 Special Recreation Permit 
applications.

§ 2932.21 Why should I contact BLM 
before submitting an application? 

If you wish to apply for a Special 
Recreation Permit, we strongly urge 
you to contact the appropriate BLM of-
fice before submitting your applica-
tion. You may need early consultation 
to become familiar with BLM practices 
and responsibilities, and the terms and 
conditions that we may require in a 
Special Recreation Permit. Because of 
the lead time involved in processing 
Special Recreation Permit applica-
tions, you should contact BLM in suffi-
cient time to complete a permit appli-
cation ahead of the 180 day require-
ment (see § 2932.22(a)).

§ 2932.22 When do I apply for a Special 
Recreation Permit? 

(a) For all uses requiring a Special 
Recreation Permit, except private, 
noncommercial use of special areas 
(see paragraph (b) of this section), you 
must apply to the local BLM office at 
least 180 days before you intend your 
use to begin. Through publication in 
the local media and on-site posting as 
necessary, a BLM office may require 
applications for specific types of use
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more than 180 days before your in-
tended use. A BLM office may also au-
thorize shorter application times for 
activities or events that do not require 
extensive environmental documenta-
tion or consultation. 

(b) BLM field offices will establish 
Special Recreation Permit application 
procedures for private noncommercial 
individual use of special areas, includ-
ing when to apply. As you begin to plan 
your use, you should call the field of-
fice with jurisdiction.

§ 2932.23 Where do I apply for a Spe-
cial Recreation Permit? 

You must apply to the local BLM of-
fice with jurisdiction over the land you 
wish to use.

§ 2932.24 What information must I sub-
mit with my application? 

(a) Your application for a Special 
Recreation Permit for all uses, except 
individual and noncommercial group 
use of special areas, must include: 

(1) A completed BLM Special Recre-
ation Application and Permit form; 

(2) Unless waived by BLM, a map or 
maps of sufficient scale and detail to 
allow identification of the proposed use 
area; and 

(3) Other information that BLM re-
quests, in sufficient detail to allow us 
to evaluate the nature and impact of 
the proposed activity, including meas-
ures you will use to mitigate adverse 
impacts. 

(b) If you are an individual or non-
commercial group wishing to use a spe-
cial area, contact the local office with 
jurisdiction to find out the require-
ments, if any.

§ 2932.25 What will BLM do when I 
apply for a Special Recreation Per-
mit? 

BLM will inform you within 30 days 
after the filing date of your application 
if we must delay a decision on issuing 
the permit. An example of when this 
could happen is if we determine that 
we cannot complete required environ-
mental assessments or consultations 
with other agencies within 180 days.

§ 2932.26 How will BLM decide wheth-
er to issue a Special Recreation 
Permit? 

BLM has discretion over whether to 
issue a Special Recreation Permit. We 
will base our decision on the following 
factors to the extent that they are rel-
evant: 

(a) Conformance with laws and land 
use plans; 

(b) Public safety, 
(c) Conflicts with other uses, 
(d) Resource protection, 
(e) The public interest served, 
(f) Whether in the past you complied 

with the terms of your permit or other 
authorization from BLM and other 
agencies, and 

(g) Such other information that BLM 
finds appropriate.

§ 2932.30 Fees for Special Recreation 
Permits.

§ 2932.31 How does BLM establish fees 
for Special Recreation Permits? 

(a) The BLM Director establishes 
fees, including minimum annual fees, 
for Special Recreation Permits for 
commercial activities, organized group 
activities or events, and competitive 
events. 

(b) The BLM Director may adjust the 
fees as necessary to reflect changes in 
costs and the market, using the fol-
lowing types of data: 

(1) The direct and indirect cost to the 
government; 

(2) The types of services or facilities 
provided; and 

(3) The comparable recreation fees 
charged by other Federal agencies, 
non-Federal public agencies, and the 
private sector located within the serv-
ice area. 

(c) The BLM Director will publish 
fees and adjusted fees in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(d) The State Director with jurisdic-
tion— 

(1) Will set fees for other Special 
Recreation Permits (including any use 
of Special Areas, such as per capita 
special area fees applicable to all users, 
including private noncommercial visi-
tors, commercial clients, and spec-
tators),
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